19                   NON-VIOLENCE IN PEACE AND  WAR

India today, if they wished to. But they are as fond of their
country as we claim to be fond of ours. I must devotu  a
separate article to an examination of the difficult problem
that faces the residents near the Frontier.
Young India, 18-5-1921

THE FRONTIER FRIENDS

The Punjabis  living on  the  Frontier    deserve    the

sympathy of the whole of India. They are exposed to attacks

from the neighbouring tribes, they are defenceless,  and,

from all the accounts received by me, the   Government

seem to give them little or no protection, and nowadays the

rule for the officers, if anyone complains, is to refer the

complainant to the Ali Brothers and to me. If we had

charge of Frontier, I know what we would have done. We

would certainly have died in the attempt to defend the

unarmed population of the districts. We would have, if

necessary, armed the population for self-defence. But what

is more, we would have won over the tribesmen and turned

them from marauding bands into trustworthy neighbours.

But we have to take things as they are. I assume that the

Hindus and the Mussalmans are friendly to one another,

and that no Mussalman traitorously helps the tribesmen

against his Hindu brother. The Mussalman population this

side of the Frontier is in an exceptionally strong position

to help.

We must not despair of the tribesmen. We have too
often considered them to be hopeless. In my opinion they
are amenable to reason. They are god-fearing. They do not
loot merely for pleasure. I believe that they are themselves
coming under the influence of the wave of self-purification
that is spreading.

I know that the process of reforming the tribesmen
is slow and tedious. It provides poor comfort to those that
are robbed of their possessions or their dear ones.